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MORE THAN CHARITY

Nonprofit organizations:

- stimulate our economy
through employment and
spending
- import dollars to the state
through foundation and
federal grants
- aid in attracting businesses
to locate in communities
through direct services and
cultural richness
- provide necessary social
services, which lessens the
need for government
intervention
- are incubators of
innovation in research and
community programs, helping
to address state needs
- improve the workforce
through job training and by
hiring the under-employed
- are laboratories of
leadership, providing skills
development for youth and
adults through volunteer,
program and board
opportunities
- help define and shape the
character of our communities
and the quality of life in our
state

Wyoming nonprofits play important roles as service providers, advocates, and
community builders. They strengthen and vitalize our communities. Yet when
Wyoming citizens consider issues of economic development, the economic role
of the nonprofit sector is often overlooked. Dollars to the charitable sector
make invaluable contributions to the quality of life in our state, but they also
make a significant contribution to the state’s economic health. Nonprofit
organizations employ Wyomingites, spend money in our communities, invest in
equipment and property, and leverage local, state, and national charitable
resources.
This report, compiled by the Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations in
partnership with the National Council of Nonprofit Associations, profiles the
economic impact and characteristics of Wyoming’s nonprofit sector. It is a first
step toward promoting the understanding of this important third sector
(government and business are considered the first and second sectors).
Wyoming residents have placed and will continue to place their trust in the
responsiveness, performance, and quality services provided by the nonprofit
sector. We hope this report will demonstrate an additional reason for
appreciation of our state’s nonprofit community.

What is a “nonprofit” organization?
A nonprofit organization is formed for the purpose of serving the public or for the
mutual benefit of its members, rather than for the pursuit of profits for owners or
investors. There are more than two dozen tax-exempt classifications within the
Internal Revenue Code that define organizations exempt from paying federal
corporate income tax. The most common types of nonprofit are those defined
under section 501(c)(3) of the code, which includes religious, scientific,
educational, literary, artistic, health and charitable organizations or foundations.
These organizations are also eligible to accept tax-deductible contributions from
donors, and are often referred to as “charitable” or “public benefit”
organizations.
Other nonprofits categorized under the federal tax code as exempt from federal
income tax include clubs, leagues, unions, and membership associations. Most
of these are not eligible for tax-deductible donations; many are often organized
for educational, recreational, civic or membership benefit.

Note: Most data within this report is based on a subset of 501(c)(3) organizations
known as “990 filers”. This indicates that they had $25,000 or more in gross receipts
during the 2005 fiscal year and were thus required to file IRS Form 990. This data was
collected and distilled by the National Center for Charitable Statistics. All figures are
based on this information, unless otherwise noted.

Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations is a proud member of NCNA, the network of state and
regional associations of nonprofits serving over 20,000 members nationwide.
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According to the IRS Business Master File, in 2005,
2,412 charitable nonprofits and 178 private
foundations were registered with the IRS (Fig. 1).
Most data in this report will focus on the 895
charitable nonprofits required to file a Form 990.
Using financial information from these forms, we
know that Wyoming’s 895 charitable 501(c)(3)
nonprofits held over $2.0 billion in assets (Fig. 2).
Wyoming charities’ expenditures for 2005 were
almost $800 million, a significant increase from
five years earlier. This exceeded the gross state
products of agriculture, durable goods
manufacturing, finance and insurance, and the
federal military government sector.

FIGURE 2
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Not for Profit - But Charitable Organizations
Generate Dollars and Economic Growth

Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in
Wyoming, 1995-2005
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Note: Data in Fig. 1 is acquired from 11/2005 Business Master File
database and may not match other figures in this report.

Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics, Urban Institute
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Wyoming Nonprofits - A Growing Sector
The charitable nonprofit sector of Wyoming is a young and
fast-growing economic sector. The number of organizatons
in existence grew 69% from just 10 years earlier. Assets of
the state’s reporting charitable nonprofits grew by a
phenomenal 300% in 10 years. Expenditures also grew by
300% over the same time period. Wyoming’s nonprofit
sector grew at a much faster rate (197%) than the
gross state product (87%) over the past decade (Fig. 3).

FIGURE 3
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Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Wyoming by Field, 2005
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Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics, Urban Institute

Wyoming's Charitable
Charitable Organizations
Organizations -- A Diversity
Diversity of Services
Service
Wyoming’s
Diversity in mission and ideology, difference in scale and organizational structure, and dispersion throughout all
communities are hallmarks of Wyoming’s charitable nonprofit sector. What these organizations share is a
commitment to a greater public purpose, responsiveness to the needs of their communities, and a legacy of
innovation and flexibility in program and stewardship. Charitable nonprofits range from hospitals to boys and girls
clubs, from educational institutions to environmental groups, from museums to organizations working with the
elderly, and much more.

Human service organizations make up the largest proportion of reporting charitable organizations (42%) in
Wyoming. Many of these address difficult issues and help to ease economic inequities by directly providing
assistance to the poor or disadvantaged. Examples of types of groups include youth development, disaster relief,
housing services, and family support.
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Health care is the next largest type at 14%, followed
by education at 12% of the total (Fig. 4).
Wyoming charities accomplish their activities with an
equally diverse array of operating structures: some
are run entirely by volunteers; many have only one or
two “Jack or Jill-of-all-trades” staff, while others have
complex organizational structures. The majority of
Wyoming nonprofits are tiny. For 501(c)(3) charities,
1,475 do not even meet the threshold of a $25,000
annual budget that would require filing a 990 report
with the IRS. Of the 895 that do, 45% have annual
budgets of less than $100,000. Another 32% have
budgets between $100,000 and $499,999. 13% of
these reporting charitable nonprofits, or 113
organizations, have annual budgets of over $1
million (Fig.5).

FIGURE 5

Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Wyoming by
Expenditure Level, 2005
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Approximately 2% of all nonprofits, the 14
organizations with budgets over $10,000,000,
account for over half of all assets and 45% of
expenditures (Fig. 5).
Wyoming’s nonprofits are present
in every Wyoming county. These
organizations bring resources,
services and philanthropic dollars
to our local communities. The top
five counties for the number of
charitable nonprofits are Albany,
Laramie, Natrona, Sheridan, and
Teton. Fremont and Park counties
follow in a second tier of strong
nonprofit activity. These seven
counties account for
approximately 72% of all reporting
organizations, 82% of expenditures
and 92% of total assets (Fig. 6).
The remaining 16 counties
combined represent 28% of the
state's charitable nonprofits,
18% of expenditures, and 8% of
total assets.

FIGURE 6
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Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Wyoming by County, 2005
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If we consider assets and expenditures by type of organization, human service organizations make up over 41% of
the sector, yet only 14% of assets. By way of contrast, hospitals, only 0.6% of reporting charitable nonprofits, control
over 11% of assets and have over 21% of expenditures.

FIGURE 7

Number, Expenditures, and Assets of Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Wyoming
by Field, 2005
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FIGURE 8

Overview of Wyoming Foundations, 2005
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FIGURE 9

Top 10 Wyoming Foundations by Assets, 2005
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There was a total of 178
foundations in Wyoming in 2005
(Fig. 8), representing 0.25% of all
foundations in the United States. The
total assets of Wyoming foundations
were over $1.2 billion and their
giving totaled over $66 million.
The 10 largest foundations in
Wyoming had over $819 million in
assets in 2005 (Fig. 9). The 10
largest foundations in Wyoming gave
over $46 million (Fig. 10).
Each year, as millions of Americans
file their tax returns, about 30%
itemize their charitable contributions,
rather than taking a standard
deduction. Of these itemizers,
taxpayers in Wyoming contributed an
average of $1,755 in 2005 (Fig. 11),
compared to the national average of
$1,354. This group contributed an
average of 3% of their adjusted gross
income (Fig. 12), also exceeding the
national average of 2.5%.
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FIGURE 10 Top 10 Wyoming Foundations by Total Giving, 2005
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1
The Foundation Center categorizes
foundations as follows:

Independent foundations are
grantmaking organizations.
Corporate foundations are
independent grantmakers with ties
to corporation benefactors.
Operating foundations conduct
research, provide a direct service,
and make few grants.
Community foundations pool
donations and make grants, usually
in a specific community.
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FIGURE 11

FIGURE 12 Percent of Income Contributed per
Return, 2005

Average Charitable Contribution
of Itemizers, 2005
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There is little economic data compiled by government authorities on the nonprofit sector. Our sources of data for Wyoming's
charitable nonprofits - all reporting 501(c)(3)s, except foundations - came from annual Form 990 reports filed by individual
organizations. The accuracy of our information is only as good as the accuracy of these 990 reports, and the IRS generally
does not check these. In addition, Wyoming’s sample size of less than 1,000 reporting charitable nonprofits is small so
mistakes on 990s may significantly influence overall figures.
FIGURE 13

Sources of Revenue for Reporting
Charitable Nonprofits, 2004
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Nonprofits - Leveraging Dollars into our Communities
The major source of revenue for reporting charitable nonprofits in
Wyoming was fees and contracts for services and programs, at 40% of
total revenue for the sector (Fig. 13). This runs counter to a common
misconception about nonprofits - that these organizations depend
solely upon charity for support. In fact, Wyoming’s nonprofits are funded
by a healthy mix of income sources, including (in addition to fees)
private and corporate donations, foundation and government grants,
interest and investments, and other sources such as events. The
funding mix of any individual organization, however, may be very
different depending on its size and mission.

*RYHUQPHQW
*UDQWV


Another misconception is that nonprofits rely extensively on
government grants. Yet only 23% of total revenue for our state’s
Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics, Urban Institute
charities came from this source. Government grants to charitable
organizations for public purposes help to limit the growth of government and provide for more flexible, community-based
services. When public dollars are invested in charitable organizations, they help leverage additional dollars from donors, private
foundations, corporations, or from fees. 28% of the total revenues of Wyoming charities came from individuals, corporations
and foundations. This is significantly higher than the national average of 13%.
Most information in this report is based on the 2005 Core Data file, as compiled by the National Center for Charitable Statistics (NCCS) from the
IRS Exempt Organizations Master File. Data in Figure 1 includes information from the November 2005 NCCS Business Master File. Information on
GDP in Figure 3 is from the Bureau of Economic Analysis. Figures 8-10 are based on FC Stats provided by the Foundation Center. Data in Figure
13 is from the 2004 NCCS Digitized Data file.

For more information, see
Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations (www.wynonprofit.org)
National Council of Nonprofit Associations (www.ncna.org)
National Center for Charitable Statistics at the Urban Institute (www.nccs.urban.org)
Foundation Center (www.fdncenter.org)

The Wyoming Nonprofit Sector
Report Highlights

Still 4th largest source of jobs in Wyoming
When the first economic profile of the nonprofit sector was released
in 2004, the nonprofit sector ranked as the third largest source of
jobs in the private sector, and ranked fourth largest when
government employment was considered.
Wyoming nonprofits accounted for 20,858 jobs in 2002, for a 20%
increase in employment since the 1997 economic census.
FIGURE 14

Wyoming Employment, 2002

Of 2,412 total charitable nonprofits in
Wyoming, 895 were large enough to
file IRS Form 990.
Expenditures by reporting charitable
nonprofits totaled more than $800
million; total assets were $2.0 billion
in 2005.
Since 1995, assets held by Wyoming’s
charitable nonprofits have grown by
300%.

SECTOR

Over the last decade, the sector’s
revenues have grown 197%, well above
the 87% growth of Wyoming’s gross
state product.
During the same time period, both
assets and expenditures of Wyoming
nonprofits increased by 300%.
NUMBER OF JOBS

Source: 2002 Economic Census, US Census Bureau; Wyoming Dept. of Employment, Research
and Planning; US Bureau of Labor Statistics; 2002 Census of Agriculture, National Agriculture
Statistics Service, US Dept. of Agriculture

When total wages are considered, nonprofit employment ranks
sixth in the state overall, and fifth for private sector wages in 2002,
greater than manufacturing, wholesale trade, transportation/
utilities, finance/insurance, real estate, and agriculture/forestry. At
an estimated $451 million in annual wages, the nonprofit sector is
close to the $499 million in wages earned by the construction
industry.
FIGURE 15

The 178 foundations in Wyoming held
in excess of $819 million in assets and
gave greater than $46 million in
grants.
Job growth among nonprofits
increased 20% from 1997 to 2002,
compared to 13.9% job growth in all
sectors.
Annual wages for the Wyoming
nonprofit sector is an estimated $451
million.

Wyoming Wages, 2002
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Source: see Figure 14
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The Wyoming Association of Nonprofit
Organizations
(WY Nonprofits) began in 2004 as an
initiative of the Wyoming Community
Foundation. Incorporated in 2005, the
mission of WY Nonprofits is to strengthen
the leadership, skills, effectiveness and
efficiency of Wyoming’s nonprofit
organizations, enabling them to further
enrich the quality of community and
personal life in Wyoming.
Wyoming Community Foundation is the
fiscal sponsor.
For more information, visit
www.wynonprofit.org.

This Wyoming Nonprofit Sector Report was funded and sponsored in partnership with

Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations

